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cowlings so that they offer very little resistance. The
two wing spars are braced together by both the top and
bottom plywood coverings between them and by diagonal
drag bracing members. They thus form a box which
makes the wing very rigid. The wing span is 32ft., the
wing area 125 sq. ft., and the gross weight 1,600 lb. The
race will be the first public appearance of the T.K.2.

Portsmouth's Pride
Machines from the Airspeed iactory at Portsmouth have

come to be known as some of our fastest commercial
types. The Courier, No. 19 in the race, with a Lynx IVc
engine, is representative of one of the first makes in this
country to have a retractable undercarriage. The wheels
fold upwards and backwards leaving, when in the fully
retracted position, a portion of their diameter exposed.
This has been arranged so that landings can be made with
the wheels up should it be necessary to alight on very soft
ground, where there would otherwise be a danger of the
machine going up on its nose.

The cabin is unusually large and light and has accom-
modation, according to the tastes of the owner, for four
or six people. It was a machine of this type which Sir
Alan Cobham and Wing. Com. Helmore flew non-stop to
Malta.

A feature not often found in machines which have a
speed of over 160 m.p.h. is fabric-covered wings, but in
the Courier it has proved perfectly satisfactory and results

No. 19, Sir Charles Rose, flying the Airspeed Courier with
a Lynx IVc engine, the largest and most powerful in the race.

in a light machine with a consequent large pay-load. The
wing span is 47ft., gross weight 3,900 lb., and the wing
area 258 sq. ft.

B.A.'s Best
Little has so far been announced about the B.A. Cupid.

This machine conies from the Hanworth works of the
British Aircraft Manufacturing Company and is a low-
wing cabin machine with fixed undercarriage and seating
for two persons side by side. It is quite new and has not
yet been shown in public. The construction appears to
be not unlike that of
t h e o t h e r B.A.
machines, a n d t h e
C u p i d looks rather
like a two-seater side-
by-side version of th<j

three-seat B.A. liagle,
but without the re-
tractable undercarriage
of the latter.

With a Gipsy Major
engine it mny well
prove faster than the
Eagles, of which there
are two in the race,
and which use the
same engine. Last year
Mr. Irwin, No. 30 in
this year's race, was
racing the same Eaglt:
G—ACPU, b u t this
year his Gipsy Six
engine is replaced by a
Gipsy M a j o r . H i s
speed will therefor.- No. 25, J. Armour (B.A. Cupid)

The performance of the B.A. Cupid, a machine which is new. and experimental, is eagerly awaited.


